WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A document assembly production system comprising: 

a server having a plurality of templates and other document assembly 
assets stored therein; and 

at least one remote computer configured to communicate with said 
server directing said server to access said plurality of templates and said other 
assembly assets to assemble fully formatted documents without using any document- 
assembly software and word processing software stored on said at least one remote 
computer. 

2. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 
further comprising at least one database coupled to said server, each template stored in 
said database. 

3. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 2 
wherein said database comprises at least one security system that limits access to said 
database to authorized users. 

4. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 
wherein said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate with 
said server to restructure and reassemble a previously assembled document. 

5. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 
wherein said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate with 
said server to restructure and reassemble previously assembled documents by 
performing at least one of changing parameters within the previously assembled 
document, and adding new data to the previously assembled document while reusing 
organizational elements and document specific data common to the previously 
assembled document. 

6. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 
wherein said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate with 
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said server to assemble documents from an invoked template and said other assembly 
assets to assure compliance with state and federal laws, rales, and regulations, and 
business entity rules, regulations, and policies. 

7. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 
wherein said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate with 
said server to integrate pre-approved documents from another computer system into 
said assembled document as said documents are being assembled. 

8. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 
wherein said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate with 
said server to display at least one of a user identity who created said document 
assembly and a workflow status of said document assembly. 

9. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 
wherein said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate with 
said server to display a report including at least one of a summary of all document 
assembly elements, a summary of missing and incomplete parameters, and a summary 
of missing and corrupted document assembly elements. 

10. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 9 
wherein said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate with 
said server to displayed the report prior to finalizing the assembly of the fully- 
formatted documents. 

11. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 
wherein said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate with 
said server to provide secure access to said server such that only authorized users can 
access said document assembly data, reports generated by said system relating to said 
assembled documents, data links provided within said system, and data stored in at 
least one database coupled to said server. 

12. A document assembly production system comprising a server 
and a remote system, said server comprising a processor module which generates a 

-37- 



HTML page displaying a series of questions on said remote system relating to a 
desired structure of a document to be assembled. 

13. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 12 
wherein said processor module is configured to generate a dynamic tree for displaying 
the series of questions in stages on said remote system. 

14. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 12 
wherein said processor module is further configured to generate a dynamic tree for 
displaying the series of document structure questions on said remote system, and to 
prompt a user to respond to the series of questions as the user progresses through the 
question tree. 

15. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 12 
wherein said processor module is further configured to dynamically change the series 
of document structure questions displayed on said remote system based on at least one 
response entered by a user. 

16. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 15 
wherein said processor module is further configured to demote on the display a 
subsequent document structure question that is inconsistent with a previously 
responded to document structure question. 

17. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 12 
wherein said processor module is further configured to designate at least one 
document structure question displayed on said remote system as mandatory such that a 
mandatory document structure question is automatically assigned a response by said 
processor module that corresponds to a response entered by a user to a linked 
antecedent document structure question. 

18. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 12 
wherein said processor module is further configured to dynamically mark at least one 
of the document structure questions with at least one of informational responsive 
symbols, and colors. 
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19. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 12 
wherein said processor module is further configured to align the display on said 
remote system after the display has been refreshed to facilitate understanding of a 
selected structure for the document to be assembled. 

20. A document assembly production system comprising a server 
and at least one remote computer, said server in communication with a processor 
module, said server configured to: 

generate a web page displaying a series of questions on said at least 

H one remote computer to be responded to by a user; and 

O 

% fill in a plurality of fill points within an incomplete assembled 

f J document stored in said server to complete an assembled document. 

JM= 21. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 20 

q further comprising at least one database coupled to said server, each incomplete 

!f assembled document stored in said database. 

J, 22. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 21 

m wherein said database comprises at least one security system that limits access to said 

database to authorized users. 

23. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 20 
wherein said server is further configured to communicate with said processor module 
to restructure and reassemble a previously assembled document. 

24. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 20 
wherein said server is further configured to communicate with said processor module 
to restructure and reassemble a previously assembled document by performing at least 
one of changing parameters within the previously assembled document, and adding 
new data and insertable documents to the previously assembled document while 
reusing organizational parameters, insertable documents, and data common to the 
previously assembled document. 
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25. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 20 
wherein said server is further configured to communicate with said processor module 
to assemble documents from at least one template stored in said database, each of said 
template configured to assure compliance with state and federal laws, rules, and 
regulations, and business entity rules, regulations, and policies. 

26. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 20 
wherein said server is further configured to communicate with said processor module 
to integrate pre-approved documents and files from another computer system into said 
assembled document. 

27. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 20 
wherein said server is further configured to communicate with said processor module 
to display at least one of a report and summary including at least one of a user identity 
who created said document assembly data, a user identity who last modified said 
document assembly data, and a workflow status of said document assembly. 

28. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 20 
wherein said server is further configured to communicate with said processor module 
to display a report including at least one of a summary of all document assembly 
parameters, a summary of missing and incomplete data, and a summary of missing 
and corrupted document assembly elements. 

29. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 20 
wherein said server is further configured to communicate with said processor module 
to provide secure access to said server such that only authorized users can access said 
assembled documents data, reports and summaries generated by said system relating 
to said assembled documents, data links provided within said system, and data stored 
in at least one database coupled to said server. 

30. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 20 
wherein said server is further configured to designate at least one question displayed 
on said remote system as mandatory such that a mandatory question is automatically 
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assigned a response by said server that corresponds to a response entered by a user to a 
linked antecedent question. 

31. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 20 
wherein said server is further configured to generate and display the series of 
questions on said at least one remote computer based on a document assembly 
structure selected by the user. 

32. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 31 
wherein said server is further configured to prompt the user to assure that each 
question within the series of questions is properly responded to prior to data being 
communicated between said server and said at least one remote computer. 

33. A document assembly authoring system comprising a server 
having a plurality of templates and other document assembly assets stored therein, and 
at least one remote computer in communication with said server, said server 
comprising an administration module for creating and managing said plurality of 
templates and said other document assembly assets. 

34. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 33 
further comprising at least one database, said administration module is further 
configured to store said plurality of templates and said other document assembly 
assets in said database. 

35. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 33 
wherein said administration module is further configured to generate, change, and 
mange said plurality of templates and said other assembly assets through said remote 
computer. 

36. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 33 
wherein said administration module includes at least one security system that limits 
access to said system to authorized users. 
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37. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 33 
wherein said administration module is further configured to manage security and user 
access to said system such that only authorized users can access said templates and 
said other assembly assets stored in said server. 

38. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 33 
wherein said administration module is further configured to communicate with a 
processor module such that specific templates from said plurality of templates are 
displayed on said remote computer to be selected to assemble a document. 

39. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 33 
wherein said administration module is further configured to prevent changes to each 
of said plurality of templates that has been used to assemble at least one document 
such that said template may be utilized when making subsequent changes to said 
document. 

40. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 33 
wherein said administration module is further configured to designate at least one 
document structure question displayed on said remote system as mandatory such that a 
mandatory document structure question is automatically assigned a response by said 
server that corresponds to a response entered by a user to a linked antecedent 
document structure question. 

41. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 34 
wherein said administration module is further configured to synchronize said input 
documents prior to utilizing said input documents in document assembly such that 
only a single version of a particular input document may be utilized. 

42. A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 41 
wherein said administration module is further configured to prevent at least one of 
unauthorized changes and multiple versions under a single input document name. 
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43. A secure computer-based method for assembling output 
documents using a server coupled to a database and at least one remote computer, said 
database having a plurality of templates stored therein, said method comprising: 

displaying document structure questions at the remote computer, where 
the questions displayed are controlled by logic and conditions imbedded in a user 
selected template, and are displayed in a tree format; 

receiving a response for each question displayed; 

altering the displayed structure question tree based on at least one 
response received from a user; and 

generating the assembled documents based on the responses received 

from the user. 

44. A method in accordance with Claim 43 further comprising: 

using a template selected by the user from the plurality of templates to 
gather the responses from the user; and 

identifying pre-assigned, modifiable input documents from a collection 
of available input documents compatible with the template selected to construct the 
documents to be assembled. 

45. A method in accordance with Claim 44 further comprising: 

receiving additional data from the user as requested by the selected 
template to complete the modifiable portion of the document to be assembled as 
designated by the input documents. 

46. A method in accordance with Claim 45 further comprising: 

assembling the output documents based on the selected template and 
data received from the user; and 
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delivering the output documents and at least one summary relating to 
the output documents to the user through the remote computer. 

47. A method in accordance with Claim 43 wherein receiving a 
response for each question displayed comprises receiving a response from the user for 
each displayed document structure question and dynamically altering the displayed 
structure question tree based on at least one response received from the user. 
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